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PARIS FOR NICK MURPHY 
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TAGS: PINT, PINR, PGOV, CV 

SUBJECT: HEALTH OF PRESIDENT ARISTIDES PEREIRA 

1. BROTHER OF CAPEVERDEAN PRESIDENT ARISTIDES PEREIRA HAS 
CONFIRMED REPORTS OF FAILING HEALTH OE HIS OLDER BROTHER. 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, PEREIRA HAS SERIOUS PROBLEMS OF 
CIRCULATION IN LIMBS RESULTING FROM HAVING HAD HANDS AND 
LEGS MANACLED FOR SEVERAL HOURS DURING 1973 KIDNAPPING PROM 
CONAKRY. PRESIDENT PEREIRA ALSO HAS SERIOUS HEART CONDITION 
AND IS BEING TREATED BY SOVIET PHYSICIAN RESIDENT IN PRAIA. 
ACCORDING TO BROTHER, PRESIDENT'S DETERIORATING HEALTH IS 
REASON POR HIS RARE PUBLIC APPEARANCES IN PRAIA AND RARER 
VISITS TO OTHER ISLANDS. BROTHER ALSO FEELS THAT PRESIDENT 
IS INCREASINGLY ISOLATED FROM WHAT BROTHER CALLS HARSH 
REALITIES OF LIFE IN CAPE VERDE. 
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2. COMMENT: BROTHER'S RELATION WITH PRESIDENT ARE CORRECT 
THOUGH HARDLY WARM. IN HIS BROTHER'S VIEW, PRESIDENT 
PEREIRA WAS NEGLIGENT OF DUTIES AS CHIEF OF SECURITY OF 
PAIGC IN CONAKRY. ACCORDING TO BROTHER, BOTH HE AND 
BALTHAZAR LOPES WARNED AMILCAR CABRAL ON DAY OP 
ASSASSINATION THAT ASSASSINATION PLANS HAD BEEN MADE AND 
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THAT HIS SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS WERE INADEQUATE. CABRAL 
APPARENTLY REPLIED THAT HE HAD CONEIDENCE IN PEREIRA'S 
SKILLS AS SECURITY CHIEE. END COMMENT. 

MCGOWAN 
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